
 

Church of the Resurrection 
1600 11th Avenue SE • Rochester, MN 55904 • www.rescathroch.org • 507-288-5528 

An ever–growing Eucharistic community boldly serving others through God’s love 

June 4th, 2017, Pentecost Sunday 

 

Morning Prayer:           8:30-9:15   am 
 

Rosary:                             9:20-9:40   am 
 

Instrumental Music:   9:50-10:00  am 
 

Mass:                              10:00-11: 00 am 
 

Meal following Mass  
 

(Please RSVP for meal by June 4th) 

 
“You will be my witnesses” 

Acts 1:8 

Resurrection’s 50th Anniversary  
Collector Ornament 

 

A limited number of collector ornaments will be 
on sale Sunday, June 11th for $10.  Proceeds will 
help defray the anniversary celebration expenses. 
 

Karl Ladin incorporated Todd Smith’s design to 
craft this one of a kind ornament.   

Next Sunday is our 50th Anniversary Mass  
With Bishop Quinn at 10:00 am 
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Weekly 

Words from  

The Rock 

 

 

In February 1993, Karl Keating in the 
periodical This Rock composed a quiz 
entitled “The World’s Toughest Catholic 
Quiz.”  Trust me, it is difficult.  Over the 
course of the next weeks we will look at 
certain questions from the quiz.  Last 
week, I provided two questions for you to 
think about and see if you could come up 
with the correct answer.  Here are the 
questions and answers. 
 

Question:  A deacon is 
 

         a.    A priest who does not have    
                permission to celebrate Mass    
                until  after his wife dies. 
 

b.    A layman who may distribute 
Communion, marry people, 
baptize babies, and wear 
vestments. 

 

c.    A man who has received the first 
level of holy orders and is neither 
a priest nor a layman. 

 

d.    Forbidden to hear confessions 
and give absolution except in 
emergency situations and in the 
absence of a priest. 

 

e.    None of the above. 
 

Answer: 
        a.   Wrong, because a deacon is not a    
              married priest.  Married priests  
              are called, well, married priests,  
              and they are common in some of  
              the Eastern rites.  Although  
              deacons are ordained, they  
              receive only the first level of  
              orders. 
 

        b.   Wrong, because although deacons   
              may do all of these things, they  
              are not laymen.  They are clerics,  
              even though they usually don’t  
              dress like priests. 
 

         c.  Correct, because a deacon, as a    
              cleric, is no longer a layman but is  
               not yet a priest. 
 

         d.  Wrong, because a deacon never  
              can give priestly absolution, for  

              the simple reason that he is not a   
              priest. 
 

        e.   Wrong, because c. is correct. 
 

Question:  A sister is:  

a. Neither a lay person nor a cleric. 
 

b.    A cleric, but no longer a lay 
person.  

 

        c.    May be installed as a chaplain of a     
               hospital. 
 

        d.    Is the female equivalent of a  
               deacon. 
 

e.   None of the above. 
 

Answer:  
         a.   Wrong, because sisters (women     
              religious), like brothers (men    
              religious), are lay people.  They     
              are not ordained – they take vows,   
              which is different. 
  

        b.   Wrong, because sisters are not    
              ordained, and only the ordained  
              are clerics.  There are three     
              grades of clerics:  deacons, priests,   
              and bishops. 
 

        c.   Wrong, even though in some  
               places sisters are termed   
               chaplains.” According to canon  
               law (canon  564), chaplains,   
               properly speaking, are priests.  It  
               isn’t correct to call  someone a  
               chaplain merely because he or she  
               provides some sort of spiritual  
               counseling. 
 

       d.   Wrong, because there are no    
              female deacons.  Too, because   
              women cannot be ordained as  
              deacons, priests, or bishops. 
 

       e.   Correct, because all the other  
              possible answers are wrong. 
 

Here are two more for you to think about 
in the week ahead. 
 

Question:  Which of the following is a 
defined Catholic dogma (a dogma is a 
truth revealed by God to which people 
must give assent)? 
 

a.    Limbo 
b.   Purgatory 
c.    Both purgatory and limbo. 
d.    Priestly celibacy.   
e.    None of the above. 

 

Question:  The dogma of the Immaculate 
Conception means 

a.      Mary conceived Jesus 
immaculately in her womb 

without the aid of a human 
father. 

b.   Mary conceived Jesus 
immaculately in her womb and 
he remained without sin. 

c.    Mary was conceived 
immaculately in her mother’s 
womb without the aid of a 
human father. 

d.    Mary was conceived 
immaculately in her mother’s 
womb and was preserved from 
sin. 

e.     None of the above.  
 

In working through these questions, 
please take your time.  Remember they 
are tricky, very tricky.  We will see how 
you did next week. 
 

Holy Humor 
It is time for us to meet a little boy named 
Larry. 
 

A new teacher was trying to make use of 
her psychology courses.  She started her 
class by saying, “Everyone who thinks 
they’re stupid, stand up!”  After a few 
seconds, Little Larry stood up.  The 
teacher said, “Do you think you’re stupid, 
Larry?”  “No, ma’am, but I hate to see you 
standing there all by yourself!” 
 

Larry watched, fascinated, as his mother 
smoothed cold cream on her face.  “Why 
do you do that, mommy?”  he asked.  “To 
make myself beautiful,” said his mother, 
who then began removing the cream with 
a tissue.  “What’s the matter,” asked 
Larry, “Giving up?” 
 

The math teacher saw that Larry wasn’t 
paying attention in class.  She called on 
him and said, “Larry!  What are 2 and 4 
and 28 and 44?”  Larry quickly replied, 
“NBC, FOX, ESPN, and the Cartoon 
Network!” 
 

Little Larry’s kindergarten class was on a 
field trip to their local police station 
where they saw pictures tacked to a 
bulletin board of the 10 most wanted 
criminals.  One of the youngsters pointed 
to a picture and asked if it really was the 
photo of a wanted person.  “Yes,” said the 
policeman.  “The detectives want very 
badly to capture him.”  Larry asked, “Why 
didn’t you keep him when you took his 
picture?” 

 
God’s blessings!   
Father Schuster 

Weekly 

Words from  

The Rock 
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Parish News  

Liturgical Ministers Needed. We will not be 
scheduling any liturgical ministers for the 
Saturday, June 10th 8:00 pm Mass or Sunday, 
June 11th 10:00 am Mass.  If you want to sign up, 
please see the sign up sheets on the table by the 
sacristy door.  Any questions, give us a call at 507 
288 5528. On Sunday, June 11th, Mayo High 
School parking lot will be available for us to use 
that day.  Our front parking lot will be designated 
for handicap and senior parking.  We will have a 
tent in the back parking lot for the reception, so 
please be considerate when parking your vehicle. 
We would like to have volunteers to assist people 
in showing them available parking spots. 
 

50th anniversary Reception volunteers 
needed to assist parishioners and guests to the 
Zenk Hall,  pouring beverages at tables and 
clearing tables.  See the display in the Gathering 
Space to sign up. 

Resurrection’s St. Vincent de Paul Society will be 
holding their annual Helping Hands campaign 
this weekend.  This campaign is designed to let 
parishioners share with those less fortunate 
members in our community. We have teamed up 
with Hy-Vee. St. Vincent de Paul members will 
have $10 Hy-Vee vouchers for sale following all 
Masses. You have the option to distribute the 
voucher to people who hold signs on street 
corners (a Corporal Work of Mercy!) or, donate 
the voucher back for St. Vincent de Paul 
members to use when they make home visits. We 
thank you for your support of this ministry. 
Questions? Email Mary at macs5r@charter.net. 
 

Looking for a fun way to spend time outside at 
Resurrection? We are in need of a Garden 
Committee Chairperson.  Nancy O’Neill, who 
has been our Chair since 2004, will be retiring at 
the end of this year. She has a great volunteer 
crew to water, pull weeds and keep the flowers 
fresh throughout the season! She would love to 
share her expertise with the new Chair, so if you 
are interested, please contact Nancy at 507 261-
5923 or call the office 507 288 5528.  Thank you 
for your consideration. 

Food for Friends: For the months of May & June, 
we will be collecting snacks for our summer 
school students.  A high number of our Food for 
Friends attend summer school as well during the 
month of July. July and August we will be filling 
backpacks with school supplies.   

KC Rosary, Saturday 7:30 pm.  If you are 
interested in leading the rosary, please call the 
office 288-5528. 

I had hoped to have our 50th Anniversary Church 
History on display this weekend.  Unfortunately, it will 
not be complete until next week.  We will have it ready to 
go just prior to our 50th Anniversary Celebration.  It has 
been an amazing experience to go back in time to 1967, 
and relive parish events, Rochester events, and world 
events as they have unfolded during these past five 
decades.  You realize the impact that the world events 

have had on personal choices, the opinions you develop, and the ways in 
which you draw strength from your family and faith.   
 

My family moved from Aberdeen, South Dakota to Rochester in 1968.  We 
lived just south of here, down 11th Avenue in a section of town called, 

Southport. There was no Willow Creek 
Middle School, just open fields.  In fact there 

were no houses between us and 16th Street.  
Meadow Park was just beginning to explode.  
My sister and I would ride our bikes to 

Soldiers Field Swimming Pool cutting across 
20th Street, which was a gravel road, to connect 

with Third Avenue.  We would watch remote control 
airplanes fly through the air, as the old airport made the perfect landing 
spot.  I attended Pinewood Elementary School, Central High School and 
Mayo High School, graduating in 1975.  Donna and Bill Nolden, my next 
door neighbors, would allow me to tag along with them on Sundays to 
attend Mass at Resurrection.  I became very involved in Young Life, a 
Christian youth group, during high school.  Mark and I started dating after 
high school and he was very involved in the Fellowship of Christian 
Athletes.  Mark was asked by the Resurrection youth minister, Ken 
Behringer, to help with teaching 9th graders.  He convinced me to help, 
too.  I still remember those young men like it was yesterday.  In fact, Chris 
Degnan (Bob and Marsha's son) was just visiting this past month and it 
was so great to see him again. 
 

With our parents firmly planted in Rochester, even though Mark and I 
graduated from the University of Wisconsin La Crosse, lived in Wisconsin 
and Texas before returning to Rochester in 1987, we were regular 
visitors.  So I have been a witness to the city's growth, to the growth of 
Resurrection parish, and the impact that world events have had on us.  
 

The following numbers are Rochester's population these past 50 years.  In 
1960, Rochester's census was 40,663 people; in 1970/53,766; in 
1980/57,800; in 1990/70,745; in 2000/85,806; and in 2010, Rochester's 
population was 106,769 people.  We have seen tremendous growth. Alll 
indications point to continued growth for years to come.    
 

Resurrection has had wonderful pastors and has had a history of strong 
parishioner involvement from its very beginnings.  Who could imagine 
that for nine years, Resurrection parishioners banded together to pull off 
bringing a real rodeo to the Olmsted Fair Grounds every summer?  
Neighborhood groups were the foundation of our parish structure and I 
truly think this has had a lasting impact that continues to nourish a spirit 
that is willing to be of service to the parish and community.  The effort 
that it takes to sustain Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration is another telltale 
sign of our dependence on one another and our commitment to prayer 
before Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament.  What an incredible feat this has 
been for the past sixteen years and it is having an incredible impact on 
lives.  We can trust that.  Resurrection is on the verge of discovering what 
boldly serving others through God's love can do when we really share who 
he is.  Let's celebrate, but know that God has so much more for us to do. 
 

Enjoy God's embrace. 

Thoughts  

from 

Cheryl 

mailto:macs5r@charter.net


 

Liturgical Ministries 
NOTE: Sign up sheets in the Gathering Space 
Thank you.          June  10th/11th 

Welcome to Church of the Resurrection, Rochester, Minnesota 4 

Liturgy Notes from 

Joann 
Come, Holy Spirit! 
 
 

This weekend we sing the Pentecost Sequence at Mass. A 
sequence is a piece of liturgical poetry that is read or sung 
as part of the Liturgy of the Word on certain feast days.  
 
A sequence expands on and explains the meaning of the 
celebration. On Pentecost, the sequence is meant to evoke 
for us an experience of the gifts of the Holy Spirit. Here are 
the words to the Pentecost Sequence. Which title describes 
the action of the Holy Spirit in your life? 
 
Come, Holy Spirit, come!  
And from your celestial home, Shed a ray of light divine! 
Come, Father of the poor!  
Come, source of all our store! Come, within our bosoms shine. 
You, of comforters the best;  
You, the soul's most welcome guest; Sweet refreshment here 
below; 
In our labor, rest most sweet;   
Grateful coolness in the heat. Solace in the midst of woe. 
O most blessed Light divine,  
Shine within these hearts of yours, And our inmost being fill! 
Where you are not, we have naught, 
Nothing good in deed or thought, Nothing free from taint of 
ill. 
Heal our wounds, our strength renew; 
On our dryness pour your dew; Wash the stains of guilt 
away: 
Bend the stubborn heart and will; 
Melt the frozen, warm the chill; Guide the steps that go 
astray. 
On the faithful, who adore, 
And confess you, evermore, In your sevenfold gift descend; 
Give them virtue's sure reward; 
Give them your salvation, Lord; Give them joys that never 
end. 
Amen. 
Alleluia. 
 
The red geranium plants used to decorate the church for 
Pentecost will be for sale after the 11:30 AM Mass for $5.00 
each. 

 
 

Psalm Refrain for June 11 – Solemnity of Most Holy 
Trinity (Daniel 3:52) 

Glory and praise forever! 

Reception following 10:00 am.  We are in need of 
volunteers to: 
 greet people following Mass to direct them to the 
Zenk Hall;  
Pour coffee, water and lemonade at tables 
Clear tables and empty trash 
 
Sign up sheets in the Gathering Space 

Altar Servers  

   8:00 pm Need 2 servers 

   10:00 am Autumn Strauss, Ryan Neppl, Stella 
Pelowski, Jacob Maronde 

Eucharistic Ministers  

  8:00 pm Judith Pelowski, Sophia Hyke, Need  6 more 

10:00 am Suzanne Holt, Bev Sanders, Kevin Sutter, 
Robert Voss, Char Robinet, Brett Maronde, 
Sheila Pelowski, Patrice Steier, Need 4 more 

Lectors  

  8:00 pm Lynette Lenock 

10:00 am Esther Connelly, Sharyn Voss 

Greeters  

  8:00 pm Need 2 families 

10:00 am Mark & Cheryl Kieffer, need 3 more families 

Ushers  

  8:00 pm Need 3  

10:00 am Need 4 

  

Rosary  
7:30 pm, 
Saturday 
9:20 am 
Sunday 

   
Need Rosary Lead 
 
Need Rosary Lead 
 

Parking 
Lot 
 
9:00 am 
Sunday 

   
Need 6 parking lot attendants 
 
 
 



 

Phone  288-5528  Fax 252-0763 

Parish Office Hours 
Monday-Friday 9:00 am– 5:00pm 
 

Mass Schedule 
Saturday 8:00 pm 

Sunday 8:30, 10:00 & 11:30 am 

Daily Mass 8:30 am Monday - Friday 
 

Rosary, Prayer and Devotions 
Rosary: 8:10 am Monday-Friday 

Saturday: 7:30 pm (starting January) 

Adoration Chapel:24 hours, 7 days 
 

Parish Registration  

We warmly welcome new 

parishioners and request that they 

register by calling the parish office. 

Pastor  

Fr. Peter Schuster 

pastor@rescathroch.org 
 

Parochial Vicar 
Fr. Shawn Haremza 
parochialvicar@rescathroch.org 
 

Director of Ministries  

Cheryl  Kieffer 

dirministries@rescathroch.org 
 

Office Manager  

Patrice Steier 

officemgr@rescathroch.org 
 

Accountant  
Michael Wojcik 

accountant@rescathroch.org 
 

Bookkeeper  
Julie Taylor 

bookkeeper@rescathroch.org 
 

IT Administrator 
Ely Pelowski 

itadmin@rescathroch.org 

Director Gr. 11-12; Young Adult 

Ministry 
Georges Montillet 

dre11to12yam@rescathroch.org 
 

Director Gr.6-10;Youth Ministry 
Rosemary Byrne 

dre6to10ym@rescathroch.org 
 

Director Gr. 1-5 and Family 

Ministry 
Stacey Dorsey 

dre1to5fm@rescathroch.org 
 

Director of Sunday School & 

Children’s Ministry 
Sheila Pelowski  

dresscm@rescathroch.org 
 

Director of Liturgy and RCIA  

Joann Reier 

dirliturgyrcia@rescathroch.org 
 

Choir Director  

Joann Reier 

dirliturgyrcia@rescathroch.org 
 

Maintenance 
Tom Mahon 

maintenance@rescathroch.org 
Judy Pelowski 

Tom Kowalewski 
 

Parish Trustees 
Scott Schwalbe 

sschwalbe@charter.net 

Cathy Tiegs 

cathytiegs@yahoo.com 
 

Communion for Shut-ins 
Each First Friday and upon request. 

Call the office for assistance. 
 

 

 

Hospital Visitation 
Please notify the parish office if any 

parishioner is confined to a hospital 

and would like a visit from a priest. 
 

Calvary Cemetery  
Joseph Vroman 288-1770 

www.calvarycemeteryrochester.org 
 

Rochester Catholic Schools 
RCS Office 507-424-1817 
 

Rite of Christian Initiation of  

Adults (RCIA) For those considering 

becoming Catholic contact Joann 

Reier: 288-5528.  
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday from 6:45 - 7:45 pm 
 

Sacrament of Baptism 
Baptism preparation is held the 

second Tuesday of each month. 

Consult the Parish Office for the  

Pre-Jordan class and to schedule a 

baptism. 
 

First Communion 
First Communion/Reconciliation is 

usually in second grade.  
 

Confirmation 
Confirmation is a two year program 

starting in ninth grade with 

Confirmation being at the end of the 

tenth grade. 
 

Marriage 
Please make arrangements with the 

parish at least six months prior. 

Weekly Calendar 
Monday, June 5th 
Heart of Trinity Prayer Group 6:30 pm 
Tuesday, June 6th 
RCIA Virtual Workshop—12:00 pm 
Holy Hour 7:00 pm followed by Social    
   Hour 8:00 pm 
Wednesday, June 7th 

Food For Friends 4:30 pm 
Adult Choir 7:00 pm 
Thursday, June 8th 
 Office Closed 
Ministry Days in Winona 
Friday, June 9th 
Office Closed 
Ministry Days in Winona 
Widows Prayer Group 9:15 am 

Saturday, June 10th 
Society of Divine Mercy Monastery   
    Prayer Group 6:30 am 
Set Up Zenk Hall and Parking Lot 
Reconciliation 6:45 pm 
Rosary 7:30 pm 
Sunday, June 11th 
50th Anniversary Mass and Reception 
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About the Parish 
Weekly Bulletin deadline is Monday before noon.   

General Email: communications@rescathroch.org; 

General Office Email: officemgr@rescathroch.org 
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Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat 

1 am 11 am 1 am 11 am* 12 pm 3 am* 12 am 

1 am*  3 am*  1 pm 10 am 12 am* 

  4 am  7 pm* 1pm 5 am 

  4 am*   2 pm 8 am* 

    9 am*    4 pm* 2 pm 

      5 pm* 9 pm 

      10 pm 

*  We are looking for a second adorer in these 

Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration Hours 
of Need 

 

Call Tim Fague at  507-288-6578 to sign up.   
Any hour is welcomed. 

Financial Blessings Sunday, May 28, 2017 
Church Support…………………………………………....…...$10,603 

Capital Projects………………………………………...…….…$376 
Children’s Collection………………………………………….$21 
EFT Church Support……....………….…………...……….…$360 
FT Capital Projects……………………………..….................$15 
Calvary Cemetery    ………………………………………..….$822 

St. Francis School News   
 

The last meeting of the Home and School Association will be 
held on June 5th. Location to be determined. 
 

The last Mass of the school year will be celebrated on 
Tuesday, June 6th at 9:15 a.m. We will honor our 8th grade 
graduates. 
 

Kindergarten Graduation will be celebrated on Wednesday, 
June 7th at 2:00 p.m. in the St. Francis Room. 
 

Eighth Grade Graduation will be celebrated on Wednesday, 
June 7th at 7:00 p.m. in the school gym. A reception follows 
the ceremony in McCarthy Hall. 
 

Thursday, June 8th is the last day of school. There will be a 
prayer service in the gym at 11:00 a.m. followed by dismissal 
at 12:00 noon. 
 

Thank you for your prayers and support this year! Have a 
wonderful summer. 

 
 

 
The Steubenville Rochester Youth Conference will be held 
July 14-16, 2017, at the Mayo Civic Center.  The need for 
volunteers is great.  No special training is required except 
for First Aid where CPR certification is needed.     Please 
consider joining us and be ready to experience the awesome 
power of the Holy Spirit at work in the lives of our youth.  
Sign up at http://www.partnershipforyouth.org/volunteer/  
for a heartwarming and unforgettable volunteer experience.  
Direct any questions to Pam Beaulieu at 952-224-0333 (c) or 
email at rochester@partnershipforyouth.org. 
 

 

CALVARY CEMETERY POSITION 
AVAILABLE due to retirement, Calvary 
Cemetery is seeking a cemetery Director 
with business and management skills. 
The Director should possess the ability 
to work independently and interact with 

various personnel. The year round position is part-time and 
includes salary, benefits and vacation time. Calvary Cemetery 
is a Catholic cemetery located at the corner of 11th.Av and 5th. 
St. N E Rochester, Minnesota. For additional information, 
contact Father Jerry Mahon or Dee Libera at Church of St. 
John the Evangelist, 11 4th. Av NW  (507) 288-7372. 
Calvary Cemetery is also looking for people who would like to 
mow the grass. Please contact Dee Libera if interested or to find 
out more information. 

Community News 

Mon.,    June,      5th       8:30 am  Holy Family 

Tues.,   June,      6th  8:30 am   Rob Frisby (healing)  

Wed.,   June,       7th  8:30 am   Special Intention 

Thurs., June,      8th  8:30 am †Mary Johnson 

Fri.,       June,      9th  8:30 am †Marjorie Strauss  

Sat.,       June,    10th  8:00 pm †Howard Norman 

Sun.,     June,    11th 10:00 am †Terry Bleifus 

Mass Intentions  

Dedication Candles 
June 4th-Jun 10th 

    1. †Norm Reopelle 

    2.    Winne Mueller    

 

Food Items Request for the St. Vincent de Paul Food 
Pantry at Resurrection. We maintain a small food pantry 
that helps our friends in need that we visit.  If someone 
calls requesting help with food, our home visitors bring 
groceries from our pantry to them.  The items we most 
need at this time are: Canned fruit, Applesauce, Spaghetti 
Pasta Sauce, Stews, Soups, Cereal, Tuna, Peanut Butter and 
Jelly. Please donate child friendly items!  Your donations 
can be placed in the grocery cart, in the walkway between 
the Narthex and Zenk Hall, labeled for St. Vincent de Paul.  
Thank you so much for supporting this important ministry! 

Readings for the Week of June 4, 2017 

Sunday: Acts 2:1-11/Ps 104:1, 24, 29-31, 34/1 Cor 12:3b-7, 12-13/     

Jn 20:19-23 

Monday: Tb 1:3; 2:1b-8/Ps 112:1b-2, 3b-6/Mk 12:1-12 

Tuesday: Tb 2:9-14/Ps 112:1-2, 7-9/Mk 12:13-17 

Wednesday: Tb 3:1-11a, 16-17a/Ps 25:2-5ab, 6, 7bc-9/Mk 12:18-27 

Thursday: Tb 6:10-11; 7:1bcde, 9-17; 8:4-9a/Ps 128:1-5/Mk 12:28-34 

Friday: Tb 11:5-17/Ps 146:1b-2, 6c-10/Mk 12:35-37 

Saturday: Tb 12:1, 5-15, 20/Tb 13:2, 6efgh-8/Mk 12:38-44 
©Liturgical Publications Inc  
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Let the Holy Spirit be our Guide 
 

As our Faith Formation program ends for this year, our faith 
and prayers continue throughout the summer. Taking a break 
from book learning and memorization is a necessity during the 
short summer months. In Minnesota, summer is a time to 
rejuvenate our spirits with outdoor activities and relaxation. 
While some find joy in action-packed sports, large family 
gatherings, early mornings and late evenings, others search for 
contentment in the quietness of gardening and lawn care, 
simple projects, and reading. Whatever your family chooses, 
let it be satisfying to your souls. Last summer, I gave families a 
list of 101 things to do during the summer, giving them 
positive options for long days ahead. It was not meant to be a 
check list. We know that time seems to slip away when we aren’t paying attention. Day after day, our children grow 
physically, mentally, and spiritually. We spend a lot of time on the physical and the mental parts, but we can all do 
better with the spiritual part. So this year, maybe we need a better way to focus on how we continue to grow 
spiritually. Like everything, if you practice, give it energy and time, you will gain understanding and ability.  

Parents and grandparents will always be the carriers of the faith for our children. Being spiritual role models is 
important work. In fact, it is the best, most rewarding work that God has entrusted to us. I remember thinking 
when my children were born that they were not mine, but that God had entrusted them to me. I know that sounds 
strange, but I still feel that way today and my youngest child is graduating from high school next weekend. Along 
the way, I realized that God gave them to me forever, no matter how old all of us grow to be. My spiritual work is 
endless and raising children is never-ending.  I must continually be revising, adjusting, fine tuning, learning, and 
adapting my own prayers and include more space for God to be able to help my own children and the children of 
others.  

I’ve had many discussions with parents who don’t know where to start. I suggest you begin at the beginning, or 
wherever you  and your family are today. Stop doing what you’ve always done and start doing more of what God 
wants you to do.   

Do first things, first. Ask God for His help in leading you and your family to the activities, events, and family time 
that is in His will. Tell him about your struggles with too little time, too much work, and not enough energy, money 
or patience. Then, tell Him that you will listen for Him to guide you. Breathe. Listen. Breathe. Listen. Breathe. Let 
God show you how to lead your family. I wish that I could tell you that all your prayers will be answered but it may 
not feel like that and I want to encourage you to stick with the listening for God’s voice in your heart.  

Secondly, continue to be open to the opportunities and people that God puts in front of you. Clear your doubts and 
fears away so that God has a place to dwell. Whatever He sets in your heart, write it down. Keep a list of 
possibilities. Let this summer be a time of clarity, simplicity, and purity. Let it be full of joy, life, and beauty. 

When your list is extensive, post it where everyone can see it. At this point, I would like to put in a plug for 
spending a few days at Resurrection. If your children haven’t experienced our summer day program, Totus Tuus, 
this is the year they will learn about the Mysteries of Salvation and the Joyful Mysteries of the Rosary. The days are 
full of songs, skits, prayer, and fun. The other program that is open to all family members is Story in the Park on 3 
Mondays in July (10th, 24th, and 31st). We meet in Zenk Hall at 6:30pm and walk to the park area for storytelling, 
games, and sharing facts about some saints. In addition to weekend Mass, try a daily Mass at 8:30am or prayerfully 
walk the labyrinth or spend an hour with Jesus in Fr. Winkels Chapel or stop by the office to see what I’m planning 
for next year. Pray about all these things. Invest in your family spiritually this summer. Let the Holy Spirit be your 
guide.  

 

Stacey Dorsey, Director of Grades 1-5 and Families, staceyd@rescathroch.org or 288-5528 ext. 108 


